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Objectives

Paradox that defensive weapons can
be destabilizing

Opportunity costs high (COVID)
Fallacy of technical solution



Militarism and Public Health

RACISM
- recruiters frequently
target communities of
color
troops are trained to
dehumanize *enemies’
- racial disparities in
ranking

ENVIRONMENT
- abandoned miitary
sites and nuclear
weapons tests affect
gnvronment
LS. military is the
largest polluter in the
world

hitp://[comdsd.orag/oldsite/article archive/Militarism

IMMIGRATION
military intervention
abroad causes force
migration

troops at the borde

recruiters falsely
promise citizenship fo

sarvng

MILITARIZATION
IMPACTS ...

EDUCATION

- involuntzry JROTC
enroliment in high

schoals

- money far war but

not education

GUN VIDLENCE/
PUBLIC SAFETY
many shooters in
the past have been
connected to
miktary or JROTC
training

PUBLIC HEALTH

high rates of mental

health issues/suicide
amang veterans
- money for war
could fund eniversal
healthcare
POLICE BRUTALITY
police shaw heavier
miktarized force in
black and brawn

communities. leading

to endless and
senseless killings

Intersectionality.html


http://comdsd.org/oldsite/article_archive/Militarism_intersectionality.html

Nuclear Weapons
Deterrence & MAD & Triad

The Countries Holding The World's Nuclear Arsenal
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hitps://fas.org/issues/nuclear-weapons/status-world-nuclear-forces/

https://Iwww.psr.org/blog/resource/regional-nuclear-war-global-health-
consequences/



https://fas.org/issues/nuclear-weapons/status-world-nuclear-forces/

Ground-based Midcourse Defense

44 Ground-based interceptors (2018;
additional 20 requested 2019)

Develop new GBI kill vehicle

Expand sensors
Evaluate space-based kill vehicles

Bolster (D.C.) and evaluate broad
defenses for cruise missile attacks

Command and Control

Grego L. Bull Atom Sci 2018;74:220-226.
https://www.mda.mil/system/gmd.html|
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2019 Missile Defense Review

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 2018,
Vol 74, No 4

https://www.spacecom.mil/Mission/



“We have missiles that can knock out a missile in the air 97% of the
time, and if you send two of them, it’s going to get knocked down”
President Trump, Fox News Oct 11, 2017

ICBM, MIRV & Decoys




Unworkable

Effectiveness
+

Complex adaptive system

Unworkable
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https://thebulletin.org/2013/02/does-missile-defense-work/



Dangerous

Miscalculations
False sense security
Viewed as a threat (part of 15t strike plan)

Missed alternative safer opportunities
Obstacle to arms reduction

Destabilizing
New weapons systems & build up
Antisatellite weapon



Expensive

ANNUAL COST FOR U.S.
NUCLEAR WEAPONS

OR

,.}, Robert Reich @

1% @RBReich
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‘ ‘ ‘ 5 . How about instead of a Space Force

300,000 35,000 150,000 75,000 we provide every American with the
BEDS IN . .
i pn < publicly-funded health care Trump is

INTENSIVE
receiving at Walter Reed?

CARE

Sources: see icanw.org/healthcare_costs @

https://thebulletin.org/2020/09/why-does-missile-defense-still-enjoy-
bipartisan-support-in-congress/



Alternatives

Proliferation: address underlying motives

International efforts

Reduce international tension
Iran & N Korea
India & Pakistan

UN Treaty Prohibition NW (TPNW, 2017)
Consider their symbolic value

Kuhn U. Deterrence and its discontents. Bull Atom Sci 2018;74:248-254.)

https://thebulletin.org/2020/09/the-hidden-stumbling-block-to-progress-
on-nuclear-weapons/



Conclusions

BMD fata”y ﬂawed True peace is not merely the |
: . absence of tension:

(Nuclear) war Is a political s

problem it is the

presence

What does the US want?
America first?
TPNW. e

Montgomery, Alabama, 1955
Injustice

of justice.

Bacevich AJ. Foreign Affairs 2017;96:57-67.



